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agents of the company, and at times, notably at Madras, factional 
struggles between native parties and castes created much disturbance. 
Naturally the old fights with local governors to secure relief from petty 
exactions continued; and envoys were often occupied at the imperial 
court itself in gaining special permits or seeking redress in long-drawn 
negotiations which required a liberal sprinkling with bribes and presents 
of all sorts. In short the documents give light on a sharp European 
struggle while they reveal the methods of Asiatic commercial diplomacy. 

Alfred L. P. Dennis. 

Keig win's Rebellion (1683—4): an Episode in the History of Bom- 
bay. By Ray and Oliver Strachey. [Oxford Historical and 
Literary Studies, vol. VI.] (Oxford: Clarendon Press. 1916. 
Pp. xv, 184.) 

Of all the results from the great revival of interest in colonial affairs 
which the last quarter of a century has revealed, none has been of more 
interest than the re-discovery of the East India Company as a subject 
for historical inquiry. From the days of Bruce and Orme and Mill to 
those of Hunter a vast amount was written on the subject of the Eng- 
lish in India, some of it very good, part of it excellent, much of it very 
bad; all of it devoted, in a surprising degree, not to the beginnings of 
English adventure but to the native history and to the later English 
advance. In general the history of the English in India seemed to 
begin with Clive and end with the Sepoy Mutiny. And while there 
were exceptions, and notable exceptions, to this rule, it was that period 
of almost precisely a century which absorbed by far the greater part of 
attention from historians. 

More recently the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries have begun 
to come into their own. To this result the labors of Birdwood and the 
publication of the Letters of the East India Company's servants have 
undoubtedly been a powerful stimulus. Economic, or rather commercial, 
history has contributed to the same result and, besides the labors of 
French and German scholars, such work as that done under Professor 
Cheyney's direction in this country has been a not inconsiderable factor 
in opening up this field. How untrodden are its paths is revealed in the 
first page of the preface of this study of Keigwin's rebellion, and no 
ambitious historical student eager for unworked archives can read with- 
out envy the list of virtually untouched manuscripts here recorded. 

The authors of this little monograph are to be congratulated not 
merely in their choice of a subject but in their method of approach and 
presentation. In itself the revolt against the East India Company 
authorities which took place in 1683 under the leadership of Captain 
Richard Keigwin was not an earth-compelling event. Neither was its 
hero from the day when he arrived in Bombay as a " free planter " 
(1676) to the day when he "followed his bags of gold on board the 
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Charles the Second ", " as Impudent as hell " in Josiah Child's somewhat 
vigorous modern phrase, to be compared with men like Pitt or his fel- 
low-interlopers in his influence on the development of English interests 
in India. His picturesque career, which began with the Dutch War of 
1666, continued with his share in the capture of St. Helena in 1673, 
where his daring exploit is still perpetuated in the name of Keigwin's 
Rock, which he scaled at the head of his landing party, and ended in his 
death during the attack on St. Christopher's in 1690, forms, indeed, an 
entertaining narrative. But about his seven years of life in India the 
authors have constructed an account of the company, its managers, 
especially the two Childs, its conduct, its environment, and its failures 
and successes, which is not merely extraordinarily illuminating but of 
great human interest. Something it lacks, or seems to lack, of a wider 
historical setting; but within its limits it is a model monograph. The 
peculiarly intimate knowledge of the characters and circumstances of 
the events which it narrates, and its readable quality, which does not 
disdain even an allusion to Mr. Arnold Bennett's labors in the social 
history of the Five Towns, make it a refreshing contrast to much other 
work of like scope but different character which takes its scholarship 
far too seriously. 

W. C. Abbott. 

The Silesian Loan and Frederick the Great. By the Rt. Hon. Sir 
Ernest Satow, G.C.M.G., LL.D., D.C.L. (Oxford : Claren- 
don Press. 191 5. Pp. xii, 436.) 

The Silesian Loan Case was not only an extremely interesting epi- 
sode, or series of episodes, in the diplomatic relations of Great Britain 
and Prussia between 1734 and 1756, but it is a landmark in the develop- 
ment of the doctrines of reprisals, contraband, and the status of private 
property at sea during war. In Carlyle's Frederick the Great appears 
the best-known account, but it is full of inaccuracies. All works upon 
international law treat of the subject, Martens in his Causes Cclbbres 
du Droit des Gens (second ed., 1856, II. 97-169) printing the two most 
important documents bearing upon it, the Memorial of Cocceji to Fred- 
erick, and the Report of the Law Officers of the Crown. The latter became 
in many respects, particularly through the reception of the doctrines of 
the Consolato del Mare as to enemy property at sea, the basis of the 
case-law and prize procedure of the United States. This document has 
recently been reprinted by Mr. Thomas Baty in his Price Law and Con- 
tinuous Voyage. With these exceptions the mass of documents bearing 
upon the subject has remained somewhat inaccessible. Sir Ernest 
Satow has rendered a considerable service not only in reprinting the 
two pieces dc resistance with extracts from other printed papers, but 
in addition he has unearthed from the archives of the Foreign Office 
more than a hundred documents never before printed. These, supple- 



